/-R O BE R'T Earl of Lothian, Fuftice- 
w General, His Majeslies Commiſſioner to the Gene- 


0 


#87. Aſſembly, after the Reading the KIN G's 


| [ 
ft 


- turn, as it will be juſtly thou 


"Fitter. Uponthe 16th Day of. January, 1 69'. 


x Right Reveririd Minifters, and Elders of this General Aſſembly, 
wr. Shall not take up your Time with, any thing concerning my ſelf, being 
ſenſible of 0 apy Natural Unfitneſſes for the Character I bear, that ic 
" were no little'Difingenuity, to endeayour by an Apologie to extenuate 
_. them; But being. very unexpectedly. Commanded by. the King, whoſe 
Ocdersl Diſpute not, to meet you at this Aſſembly, I chooſed rather to expoſe 
my. Reputation, which, hitherto. I haye been tender enough of, with this 
vantage to come after a Perſon ſo well Qualify'd and Firted for this Affair ; 
et to decline any thing wherein His Majelty may think I could in the leaſt 
be perviceable co Him, or have any Proſpect of being any manner of way In- 
tal in ſectling the Peace of the Church, which -hath' for ſo long a time 


ro withour any great appearance hitherto of an.effetual way for its 


indeed the known lnclinations of His 'Majeſty to go the greateſt length 
cat conſiſt with Royalty, to effeCtuate ſo good a Work, are no leſs Encourage- 
ments to your' Well-wiſhers,” thari they ſhould be Incitements to make you go 
all the Lengths and” Advances or your, parts, that ſach a Pions and Proteſtant 
King deſerves at your. Hands, who is Fran more voluntarily, than what 
could ever be'extorted from Ris Royal Predeceſlors, even in their loweſt Con- 
dition; And which can in Reaſon never be expeRed from 'any ſhall ſucceed in 


\the Royal Throne, But as no. lefs was to be look'd for from the Return of 


your Prayers, ang your ſincere Endeavours in the work of the Miniſtry in the 
midſt of ſharpeſt Tryals, than the Bleſſing of. ſuch a King, your Delivecer, who 
ih following the Stepts of his Renowned and Noble Predgceſſors the Princes 
of Orange, the Bulwark and Deliverers of tlie Proteſtent Tatereſt throughout 
rhe World, hath now in a manner put.it in your awn Heads, to ſettle the Peace, 
and Unity of our Church; ſo'upon the 6ther'hqnd, if there ſhould be any Shi- 
neſs or Remiſſneſs in coming, up the length .ro give His Majeſty a ſuitable Re- 


- 


gar by your Friends, a Stroke from Hzaven, from 
hidden Cauſes of GOD's unſearchable Decrees, as the Deſtcution of the Primi- 


tive, Churches were z ' So the Oppocrunity loft will be an 'Advantage: and Re- 
ycing to- your Enemies, probably not to be regained. But I ſhall Wiſh and 


0 
Hope for better" Things from” this Reverend and Wiſe Aſſembly, who haye in 
your.. own Hands, to make your ſelves -x- more general one, by Unitifg the 
| Church 


(Þ) 
Church, removing Error and Scandal, ſtopping the Mouths of your Ac 
ries; and make the Church of Scorland more famous than any Church, 
Church-men I know, who in no Age were much. commended for Charity tc 
their Brethren ; tho? no Chriſtian Duty is ſo much recommended by F 
Scripture, 
There is onething 1 cannot forbear tomention, much talked of, being m 
in the Heads, and in Controverſie'in this Age,” which is Church Governy 
which 1 cannot deny to be Material, ir beingthe Hedge about the Vin 
without which ttie tender Plants cannot be raiſed, neither the mature Fri 
preſerved ; yet in compariſon of ſeveral others, it appears net to be af ſo : 
conſequence, being that which ſo many: Learned, Pious and Orthodox, 
differ io much upon, who wonld ſuffer Martyrdom before they would yield 
Pointe, that make not.ſo great Noiſe, and tho' that Fence be bf very 
it cannot. be ſuppoſed, it'is raiſed to Keep out Felloiv.laboufers, who 
ling to work in the Vineyard; Since thoſe came in at the laſt bour, were made 
with thoſe that came at the firſt bowr, who had born the burtben and beat of the 
So it would ſeem reaſonable, that. ſince the Biſhops, who were | "up 
your Perſecutofs, being laid aſide by Act of Parliament, and of. whom, th 
cannot be ſaid, they did come'up the lengrh of the Piety, or ma Viriu 
choſe Biſhops of the Primitive Times, or of thoſe in our Nags atio 
England, who have given ſo recen#a Teſtimony of their Fairhfulneſs ; yet 
ſhould be no hindrance, why thoſe ſhould not be cordially received inta thi 
vernment, who are-#lready inthe exerciſe of the more Elſehtials, with th 
ble Advantage, both to ſtrengthen you conſiderably, ard leave the ot 
without ſo much as the hopes of either Party, or Abetrors, 
What can after-hig-be the. grounds of rational Apprehenfions or  Jealar 
Since Epiſcopacy is now Aboliſhed,and Presbiterie Eſtabliſhed by an Act of 
liament, which His Majeſty ſince, hath given repeated Aſſurances not.to. al 
Sare then the moſt Prudent, whereof, I am perſwaded, there ate many in 
Grave and Wiſe Aſſembly, will not ſtand oupon Niceties and PunCtilio's, ſo 
trinſick to Men of your Profeſſion, which eyen to Laicks, Princes or Stg 
where points of Honour have got ſo unreaſonable a Footing upon, or atl 
but blameable Formalities, which neither anſwers the Laws of GOD nor | 
nor Bigottry, which I hope you need not be guarded againſt,though inch 
to Church-men ; Ard the Charatter of the Ecroneovs, is found to be off 
oa in the nartoweſt Heads and Capacities, and frequently miſtakett; 
cal. | EN | 
But I forbear, being loath ro take up your time ; Oaly this, that I think 
Sretch to Reaſon, ro comprehend, how Royal Authority, in a Proteſtant N 
6an claſh with a Proteſtant Church, in His own Dominions, no Articles of F; 
being controvetred; So I ſhall only lay before you, what His Majeſty with 
much Reaſon expects, and which 'both your Friends and Enemies, looks yu 
with ſucty different Eyes and ExpeCtations, and is, what: 1 ſuppoſe, your 
Intereſt, in the firſt place, chearfully to receive your Brethren with open 
who are willing to joyn, and who have-never been made appear to be 
- Scandalous or Erroneons, and who are ready to ſubmit to the Governg 
and leave thoſe things of ſnatter moment, until that great Bleſſing of a Cf 
tian Charitable Union be perfeQed, without which, all endeavours elſe, ; 
be to ſmall purpoſe z But upon the other hand, if there ſhall be any Miniſt 
that Preached under Epicopacy; ſhould now have any RemiGneſs to embyg 
the offer of your accepting of thern, as it will diſcover what Spirits they arg 
and what Meaſores ſfould be take, ſo it ſhould not retard, nor render ſuſpe 
thoſe who treely offer themſelves, | 
But I ihall .ope, thar henceforth the only endeavour ſhall be, in an 
Emulation, who ſhall ſhew moſt readiheſy ro be Unite ; That they may 9 
their Labours in the Work of the Miniſtry ; And that my part may ouly 
that of a Fitneſs, wich the; ſarisfation of bt the Honour to acquaint 
Majeſty. of what I "am confident, He will be ſo very well pleaſed with.” 7 


Flimod ac ©iniwng, gud Reprinepd ar the Save by Br al 


